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Community News

Oak Ridge North Cares 
  Girl Scout Troop #106012 cre-
ated a Little Free Library for their 
Girl Scout Bronze Award and it 
will be placed in Teddy Bear Park. 

The scouts had been tossing 
around ideas of what type of 
service project they wanted to 
do when they came across an 
article about Little Free Librar-
ies – take a book, share a book 
project and how they promote 
reading in neighborhoods. They 
found an outdoor-friendly box 
and were able to arrange to have 
it donated for the project. After 
a few adjustments, it worked just 
right! The girls also were able to 
gather up a nice assortment of 

books from lots of friends and 
neighbors. 
Of course it needed some deco-
rations too! 

They hope everyone has a 
chance to use the Little Free Li-
brary when they come to Teddy 
Bear Park in the spring.
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Election Update 
What’s New

Follow the City of Oak Ridge 
North on social media!

Facebook: 
F a c e b o o k . c o m / o a k r i d -
genorth/

Twitter: @OakRidgeNorthTX

This year the City will hold a 
General Election for the posi-
tions of three (3) Council mem-
ber at Large, Places 2, 4, and 
5. The General Election will be
held on May 4, 2019.

Again, the City Council has 
decided to contract with Mont-
gomery County to conduct the 
election. Originally, in 2010 the 
City Council decided to move 
forward with conducting its 
own elections however, due 
to costs and resource alloca-
tions, the City Council decided 
to move the election services 
back to Montgomery County. 

Also, like last year, Early Vot-
ing will not be held at City hall 

however, Election Day voting 
on May 4th will be held at City 
Hall. A list of early Voting and 
Election Day voting locations 
may be found on the City’s 
website under Departments, 
City Secretary, Election Infor-
mation. 

The County will hold Early 
Voting beginning April 22 and 
concluding April 30th. Early 
voting for April 22-April 27 will 
be conducted from 8:00AM-
5:00PM.  Early Voting for April 
29-30 will be conducted from
7:00AM-7:00PM.

For additional voter or elec-
tion information please visit 
the City’s website or contact 
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Hello neighbors,
    I hope each of you 
had a wonderful holiday 
season. Spring 2019 is 
on its way as we transi-
tion into another new 
year.  What a beautiful 
day.  At the time of this 
writing, it’s a beauti-
ful Sunday afternoon, 
and cold outside, feels a 
bit like winter for all us 
folks here in southeast 
Texas.  As most of us 
know by now weather 
like this does not last for 
long.  Enjoy it while we 
can, the next day may 
be much warmer and a 
little humidity thrown in 
on top of a quick warm 
up during the daylight 
hours.  Cool nights, 
warm daylight hours, 

and perhaps a tease of 
spring weather along 
the way as we move into 
a new year, but alas, it 
does not last for long as 
the weather is constant-
ly changing.
     Like the weather, con-
stant change continues 
to surround our fair city.  
Growth in south county 
continues, bringing more 
people, businesses, and 
of course, more traf-
fic. No slow down an-
ticipated anytime soon.  
The new year brings 
challenges for the City of 
Oak Ridge North Texas. 
As I pen this paper, I-45 
south bound lanes are 
shut down for over pass 
repair, creating addi-
tional traffic through our 

city.  More closures are 
coming in 2019.  Over 
flow of traffic creates 
additional stress on city 
streets, and our police 
department as they 
monitor the traffic situ-
ation. 
     As the new year 
unfolds, the Mayor, City 
Council, and City Staff 
continue to focus on mo-
bility issues, infrastruc-
ture, and opportunities 
to generate additional 
sales tax revenue for 
2019. We look forward 
to serving the residents 
of Oak Ridge North and 
taking on the challenges 
that arise in 2019.  
Please remember we are 
here to serve all of you, 
so come out to the meet-

Getting Involved 

ings when you have a 
chance and let us hear 
from you.  I wish you all 
a very happy and fruitful 
2019.

God Bless,
Paul Bond 
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From the Mayor Pro Tem

DOGGY DAY CARE AND BOARDING   |   TRAINING 
IN-HOME PET CARE   |   GROOMING
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     As I start the New Year out and am still relatively 
new here, I want to thank the City Council for giv-
ing me the opportunity to become your 5th City 
Manager, serving the residents of Oak Ridge North.  
As some of you know, I served as City Administra-
tor from 1989 to 1994. A lot has changed since I 
was here last - the absorption of the Oak Ridge 
MUD, residential and commercial development.  
Your former City Manager, Vicky Rudy, has done a 
lot in the area of building an excellent 
city staff along with moving the City 
forward under the direction of the 
City Council based on development 
of your Master Plan.   The challenge 
is always to advance in a positive 
direction in a cost effective manner, 
keeping the quality of life in mind as 
progression takes place. And please, 
remember, progression does not 
necessarily mean drastically altering 
Oak Ridge North, “What a hometown 
should be!”  Oak Ridge North was an 
important part of my life when I previ-
ously served, and I am honored to be 
back to continue to move the City in a 
positive direction. 

One of the changes that was in pro-
cess when I started, was the retiring 
of Andy Walters and moving Tom 
Libby into serving as the new Police 
Chief. Andy was hired when I previously served the 
City and have known him for a long time. As many 
of you, I will greatly miss him as he has chosen to 
move on. I was excited to see Tom promoted: I 
was also here when he was hired. Chief Libby is a 
person of high integrity, and I look forward each 
day, working with him to continue to make the City 
a safe and great place to live!

OTHER NOTES:

Garbage Collection: A few items I noticed during 
trash collection days – 

• Please spread your containers 3-4 feet apart so
the arms on the automatic loaders can reach be-
tween the containers to pick them up! Thank you!

State of the City
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• Please make sure the tops of your containers
are mostly down. I have seen some containers
overloaded with the tops almost sticking straight
up in the air. Due to vibration and sometimes
wind, items can fall out of the containers onto the
ground. Due to safety reasons, the drivers will not
leave the truck and will move on leaving the con-
tainers full. And yes, it is also to keep them moving
in their collection route. Thank you!

• Reminder- Pink collection tags for
extra bagged garbage to set alongside
of the containers are available at City
Hall for $2.00 each. Tags are to be at-
tached to the bags that are set out for
pickup.

• As many of you know the City’s
trash service, Waste Management,
was quite overwhelmed on the first
bulk day of 2019.  I think it speaks to
a stimulating economy that everyone
had so much trash after the holidays.
However, it took 3 days to complete
the City’s pickup due to amount of
trash.  If your trash is not picked up
on its scheduled day, especially on a
bulk day, please be patient with Waste
Management.  Waste Management
can only work until the landfill closes;
so they will come back and finish the

job.  As always you can contact the City or Waste 
Management Customer Service at 1 (800) 800-
5804.

Code Enforcement: 

Over the next 60-days I hope to bring to the City 
Council for approval new rules regarding how we 
handle nuisances. I am currently looking at a pro-
cess where a violator will receive a notice on the 
door of their residence that will notify them of the 
violation. The notice will inform them of a 7-day 
time period at the end of which a citation will be 
issued for them to appear in court if the violation 
has not been resolved or fixed. If there is a hard-
ship, we are looking into where the Community Af-
fairs Community may help out to resolve the issue.
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Building Oak Ridge North
Smoke Alarm Safety 
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Christmas Recap 
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Please help us in thanking all our wonderful Sponsors!  

You will find them serving our local community on a regular basis.   

What a fun Holiday season the City of Oak Ridge 
North had.  These events would not be possible 
without the hard work of our staff, committees and 
sponsors.  

We began the season with the annual Christmas 
tree lighting of our 35 foot Christmas tree at the 
entrance of the City.  Our “Merry Christmas” sign is 
always a hit! And we are so grateful for the partici-
pation of the Silver Belles signing carols.

The Mayor’s Reception was held on December 
6th this year and was catered by one of the City’s 
businesses, Spectrum/Wicked Whisk Catering.  The 
event, held at City Hall, was a great opportunity to 
mingle with the Mayor and City Council.

And the last event was our Christmas Hayride and 
Santa in the Park.  The event gets bigger every year!  
This year we had 4 trailers for hayrides and three 
time slots.  We estimate there were approximately 
300 people at the event.  

And admission for the hayride was 2 non-perish-
able food items that were donated to the local non-
profit Nourishment for the Needy.  The event also 
had bounce houses, hot cocoa and cookies, as well 
as a snow field.  The Community Affairs Committee 

along with our amazing sponsors make this event 
possible!

Assistant City Manager, Heather Neeley
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Spring Cleanup
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Spring
Saturday, April 13th 

9am - 3pm

CLEANUP
DAY

Bring your items to Oak Ridge North City Hall
27424 Robinson Road

Oak Ridge North, TX 77385

UNACCEPTABLE ITEMS
Paint Cans
Fertilizers

Insecticides
Chemicals

Solvents
Herbicides

Dirt
Rocks

T.V. Screens
Computer Monitors
Prescription Drugs

 

Proof of residency is required. For more information please call the City at (281)292-4648.

ACCEPTED ITEMS
Fencing Material
Building Material

Automotive Oil
Furniture

Playground Equipment
Lawn Equipment

Exercise Equipment
Clothing

Toys, Bicycles, etc.
Tires

Electronics 
Tree Limbs: Cut to 4’ 

Length
        Bricks   
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Flood Insurance
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Public Works 

     Spring has arrived and with 
it, spring showers. However, in 
this part of the state, Gulf Coast 
showers can result in flooding. 
And with hurricane season fol-
lowing closely on Spring’s heels, 
tropical storms bring a threat of 
flooding as well. So let’s open 
the discussion of flood insur-
ance. 
Self-reliant, sustainable commu-
nities know that flood insurance 
is the only vehicle guaranteed to 
assure a smooth and complete 
recovery from a damaging flood. 
Experience has shown that an in-
sured community recovers more 
quickly and more thoroughly 
than it would if no insurance 
were in place. 
Consider that:

• People without the needed 
financial resources may not 
be able to make full repairs to 
their homes after a flood and 
may move back into an unsafe 
or unsanitary structure—if they 
move back at 
all. In either 
circumstance, 
neighborhoods 
can be prone 
to deteriora-
tion over time, 
which tends to 
result in social 
problems and 
also under-
mines the tax 
base.

 •One of 
out every four 

damaged businesses does not 
re-open after a disaster, be-
cause they are not financially 
prepared to do so, according 
to the Institute of Business and 
Home Safety. Business closures 
reverberate through the local 
economy and the community, 
as jobs are lost, tax revenues 
decline, and consumer spend-
ing is disrupted.

• Very few floods are declared 
federal disasters. No declara-
tion means no federal grants, 
loans, or temporary housing 
funds for the people or for the 
local government. And even in 
the few cases in which there is 
a disaster declaration, the vast 
majority of federal assistance to 
households comes in the form 
of small, restricted grants and 
disaster loans.

The good news is that flood 
insurance can remedy these 
situations. Renters and home-

owners with building and/or 
contents coverage are assured 
of quick financial help to recover 
and to repair or rebuild. Busi-
nesses with the proper flood 
insurance coverage can repair, 
reopen, and put their employ-
ees back to work faster. Further, 
insured properties are eligible 
for Increased Cost of Compliance 
(ICC) payments—an additional 
source of funding that helps 
in local redevelopment. All of 
these circumstances generate 
a sense of well-being and posi-
tive outlook in a flood-damaged 
community. Keep in mind flood 
insurance policies take 30 days 
to become effective, so don’t 
delay in discussing this with your 
insurance agent or the City (call 
the Public Works Department to 
speak with someone about flood 
risks).

Joe Sherwin, Director of Public 
Works 

Inside Villa Salons
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net

Inside Villa Salons
27176 I-45 North, Suite 5
Oakridge North, TX 77385
n-style@sbcglobal.net
Cell: 281-330-3048Cell: 281-330-3048

$5 off any hair service
When you mention this ad

when  scheduling your appointment
~ First time customers only ~
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Chulo’s Mexican Bar & Grill 
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Business Spotlight

      Have you driven by Red 
Rooster lately?  If so, you’ll 
notice that the new owner Juan 
Chirino is making some changes.  

To begin with, the name!  Red 
Rooster will now be Chulo’s 
Mexican Bar and Grill.  

Mr. Chirino was friends with 
the former owner and after 
managing other restaurants, 
such as Marcos, Ricos, Ninfas, he 
decided it was time to jump 
in and own his very own 
restaurant.  

Mr. Chirino acquired the 
restaurant three months ago 
and is happy to have such a 
great location right on I-45 
and in the Oak Ridge North 
area where people like to 
show support.  

Chulo’s will be open Mon-
day through Friday from 
11AM-9PM and Saturday 

and Sunday 7:30AM to 9PM.  

That’s right, they’ll be open on 
the weekends for breakfast.  

They have the best chili rel-
lenos and tres leches. 

 Chulo’s also has a party room 
that seats up to 80 people for 
any special event!

Chulo’s is located at 26850 
Interstate 45 North.  Stop in and 
try something delicious! 

Get 20% off with this ad!

Heather Neeley, Assistant City Man-
ager

OAK RIDGE NORTH
NOW HIRING LIFEGUARDS

Application can be found online at 
www.oakridgenorth.com/index.php

Contact Heather Zunker, Community Programs 
Coordinator, with any questions at 832-381-3215 
or hzunker@oakridgenorth.com
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                Police Spotlight 
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 Recently there have been 
some changes within your 
police department. Chief Wal-
ters, or as many of you have 
come to know, Andy, has re-
tired after a 43-year career in 
Law Enforcement with 29 of 
those years here in the City of 
Oak Ridge North. I have been 
fortunate to have received 
the appointment to the posi-
tion of Chief of Police. I have 
proudly served the citizens of 
Oak Ridge North for the past 
25 ½ years. 

With my promotion to Chief, 
Lt Hubbard has been promot-
ed to Sr Lieutenant, Sgt Barry 
has been promoted to Lieu-
tenant and Officer Teske has 
been promoted to Sergeant.

Your Oak Ridge North Police 
Department consists of 17 
total sworn Police Officers. 
One Lieuten-
ant assigned 
to Detectives 
and Adminis-
trative Servic-
es, and One 
Lieutenant 
over patrol 
division.   The 
department 
has one Ad-
min officer, 
one Detec-
tive and one 
Sergeant for 

Warrants.   The patrol officers 
work a 12-hour shift.   

There are two day shifts 
with two officers per shift 
and two-night shifts with two 
officers and one Sergeant per 
shift.   The Oak Ridge North 
Police Department also has 
a contract for patrol services 
with the Drainage District 6.   
This contract provides one 
officer and a 4x4 truck for 
patrolling along the drainage 
system. 

Your Oak Ridge North Police 
Department provides patrol 
services 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week.  Dispatch ser-
vices are provided to the Oak 
Ridge North Police Depart-
ment from the Montgomery 
County Sheriffs Office Dis-
patch. 

The office for the Oak Ridge 
North Police Department is 
open from 8a to 5p, Monday 
through Friday.   The Oak 
Ridge North Police Depart-
ment officers strive to provide 
the safety and security that 
you deserve in the City of Oak 
Ridge North.

Tom Libby, Chief of Police
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Deborah Alexander

Mayor: Jim Kuykendall
Mayor Pro Tem: Paul Bond

Council Members:
Place 1: Paul Bond

Place 2: Clint McClaren
Place 3: Alex Jones

Place 4: Dawn Candy
Place 5: Frances Planchard

Richard Derr, City Manager
Elizabeth Harrell, City Secretary

Tom Libby, Chief of Police
Joe Sherwin, Director of Public Works/

Engineering
Eva Clawson, Director of Finance

Heather Neeley, Assistant City Manager
John Beisert, Building Official

   

City of Oak Ridge North
Monthly Meeting Schedule

City Council
2nd & 4th Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

Planning and Zoning
1st Monday 7:00 p.m.

Economic Development Corporation
3rd Monday 7:00 p.m.

Community Affairs Committee
4th Tuesday  6:30 p.m. 

For complete schedules and agendas visit:
oakridgenorth.com 

The public is ALWAYS welcome!

City Council and Staff 

The Oak Ridge North Community News is a quarterly 
publication, designed and produced by Heather Zunker, Aquatic 
& Community Programming Coordinator for the City of Oak 
Ridge North. Front page photo courtesy of local photographer, 

Robert Harrington, owner of Bella Vista Productions.
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Deborah Alexander was recently 
hired as Oak Ridge North’s Chief of 
Utilities. Prior to working for the City, 
Debbie worked with River Plantation 
Country Club for 5 years. 

She is an active person that likes to 
be outdoors fishing and getting time 
with nature. If she is not out fishing 
she will be with her dog Ziggy going for 
walks. 

To contact City Staff after business 
hours please use the following phone 

numbers:

Police: 281-292-4642

Public Works: 281-939-3341
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We’re on the web!
facebook.com/oakridgenorth

27424 Robinson Road
Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385
Phone: 281-292-4648
After Hours: 281-292-4642
Fax: 281-367-7729
oakridgenorth.com
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